Introduction
Open educational resources (OER), now in their 15th year of existence, consists of, in principle, fully open educational content, available for free to all and are adaptable to serve the needs of the user. They were created as a response to the high cost of textbooks and as a means of leveling the playing field in terms of ensuring equal access to education for disadvantaged populations. The selected resources below attest to the fact that a concerted effort is well underway to address and overcome these challenges. Institutions are increasingly investing in OER as research has demonstrated that they have a positive role to play in student learning. Libraries, already champions of copyright and open access initiatives, have the expertise to advocate for and collaborate on efforts to further the growth and impact of open educational resources both within their institutions and beyond.
OER and The Role of Libraries
Allen, N., Bell, S.J., & Billings, M.S. (2016, November Hilton examines, critiques and synthesizes the results of 16 studies of OER use in higher education that were published prior to October 2015. Nine of the studies measured studentlearning outcomes when open educational resources were used in place of commercial textbooks. Hilton's analysis of these studies revealed that the use of OER does not indicate a decrease in student learning and similar outcomes can be expected, regardless of the provenance of the content. A significant benefit of using OER is the financial savings for students, when the high cost of commercially produced textbooks is factored in. Seven other studies analyzed teacher and student perceptions of OER. The author's synthesis of these studies indicates that both student and faculty perceptions of OER are positive. Hilton cautions that these conclusions were drawn from studies whose research methodologies were not consistently rigorous and provides useful strategies for future studies to consider and overcome these limitations. 
